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when you get the solo chord reading, know that it is simply
a signal for you to start improvising, and that you are not a

trained musician. you’ve got an immense amount of
freedom, and some of that freedom will be relative

freedom. it’s not that you will have absolute choice, it’s just
that you have a lot more freedom than you would if you

were playing with a regular band. you are also creating an
opportunity for audience members to express themselves.
by the same token, you can help them out by letting them
know what you’re doing, so they can join in. saying “it’s an
a pentatonic solo,” or something like that is also valuable,

because most audiences will have a handle on what
“pentatonic” means. saying it in a particular context can

also make it more memorable. keep in mind that people will
want to join in. all of these suggestions are for the purpose
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of listening to the solo and joining in. don’t feel obliged to
do so, but don’t avoid doing so, either. listen to the solo,

find your own musical ideas, and join in when you can. the
biggest danger about improvising solos in front of an
audience is that your solo will get a beat. i’ve heard

audiences applaud the soloist with a rhythmic
accompaniment, just like they might do in a rehearsed

group. here’s how you can deal with that: listening to the
solo, you’ll see how there are groups of notes in the solo

that lead into others. say that there’s a chord you want to
play, and the solo just plays a series of notes leading into

that chord. that is a cue to play the chord. here’s how to do
it: say it, say that the solo is playing a chord, and then as
you play the chord in your solo, say the cue word (“it’s a
little chubby one”), and then start right into playing the
actual chord. it’s best to say the cue word first, and then

play the chord that corresponds with it. 5ec8ef588b
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