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Bassanio jokes that Gratiano has terribly little to say, claiming that his friend's wise remarks turn out to be as elusive as "two
grains of wheat hidden in two bushels... and.. in which two words are contained â€�(Defoe, Mr. Browder, Songs, pp.

316-317). Enraged by such a remark, Pietro-Petro finds himself below the average level of morality of his age, as one of his
fellow recidivists puts it in the Notes. The Notes include (particularly v. 448-449) where he warns his companions, saying: "I
warn you that if you want your life should judge people too harshly and tell them what they already know. Just like pigs. We
are not free, as you think, from theft, drunkenness, lust, ambition, shamelessness and deceit. All this, taken together, is the

virtue to which we owe our existenceâ€� (p. 517-518). On this note, apparently, Defoe's novel about Pietero and Petro ends
(with illustrations by John Todd at the end of the book). He concludes with an excerpt from Notes by W. Trelawney, one of
the main figures in the history of the first novel: â€œThere is nothing outrageous about her. It's an old novel, with the most

common character you'll ever meet, a woman named Mary."
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