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of agents that can work in the body in this way, known as activators, have been developed. It would be expected that these activators could be used either with any drug that could benefit from being given for longer than is presently possible, or as an alternative to any drug given for longer than is currently possible. The study used the activator to give the drug naloxone, which is used to block opioid
analgesic effects, to patients with Crohn's disease. Naloxone has previously been shown to have few adverse effects, and one of the main potential concerns about long-term opioid use is the risk of opioid-induced bowel dysfunction. The results of the study showed that a dose of the naloxone activator developed by Amgen was not associated with significant bowel dysfunction, and that it did indeed
block the usual dose of naloxone without significantly affecting patient well-being. The naloxone activator is currently in a trial in people with Crohn's disease. "The overall goal of this drug is to be able to deliver a longer-acting opioid analgesic that has both the benefits of reduced opioid-induced bowel dysfunction and the safety profile of oral naloxone without compromising patient well-being," said
Andrew R. Kaufman, M.D., Amgen's chief medical officer and senior vice president, medical and clinical research. "The activator has the potential to be a useful therapy for people with chronic pain who take regular opioid analgesics, and in
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